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Binational Indoor Attractions and Amusement Parks
The Binational Niagara region offers families a wide array of educational, creative and fun offerings aimed at bringing out the kid, and that sense of wonder, in all of us. 
Niagara, Ontario 
Niagara Falls Aviary: Birds of the Lost Kingdom is the world’s largest indoor free-flying aviary. The aviary offers a diverse collection of almost 500 birds representing nearly 80 species from around the world, many of them threatened or endangered in the wild.  Bird Kingdom’s authentic walk-thru environment creates an intimate, up close interaction between you and free-flying birds, including opportunities to personally interact with different species from around the world.
The Niagara Parks Butterfly Conservatory is located on the grounds of the Niagara Parks Botanical Gardens. Let your spirits soar inside North America’s largest glass-enclosed butterfly exhibit, home to over 2,000 colourful tropical butterflies floating freely among the lush, exotic greenery and blossoms. Join in the 10th anniversary celebration and be prepared to experience all of Niagara's beauty, power and natural history with The Niagara Parks Commission.   
Marineland, also in Niagara Falls, is currently undergoing a $120 million expansion that will make it a 20 acre aquarium complex—the largest in the world. Friendship Cove is already the largest whale habitat in the world. It is surrounded by walkways for above water and dramatic underwater viewing of these amazing mammals. In the Arctic Cove’s interactive exhibit, visitors can feed and touch beluga whales. On the park side, Dragon Mountain is the world’s largest steel roller coaster, spread out over 30 acres, and also travels through more tunnels (over 1,100 feet) than any other. 

ZOOZ, in Fort Erie, is a 100 acre (44 hectares) nature park, featuring over 400 domestic and exotic animals. Zooniversity helps kids understand animal behavior in an interactive and educational way, like feeling the skin of a 20-foot albino python and learning how much a tiger eats in a day . The Wonders of Flight exhibit stars the resident eagle, cantankerous vulture, swift falcon and the silent owl. There is also a water park, playground, picnic area and 9,000-seat amphitheatre which hosts concerts and movies during the summer. 
The Clifton Hill Tourist Area attracts over one million visitors a year just steps away from the brink of the Falls.  Here visitors can play a roundof golf at the Dinosaur Park, ride in an enclosed gondola aboard the 150 feet high Niagara Skywheel, or step into the strange and wonderful world of Ripley’s Believe It Or Not Museum.












Page 2
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The Aquarium of Niagara features over 1,500 aquatic animals, including sharks, piranhas, California sea lions, Moray eels and a colony of endangered Peruvian penguins. The sea lions are housed in a two story tank for easy viewing above and below the water. Be sure to catch the fun sea lion show and watch the penguin feeding. 
Martin’s Fantasy Island in Grand Island offers over 100 rides, shows and attractions in a park like setting. “The Silver Comet” is Western New York’s newest classic wooden roller coaster. Other recent additions include live shows, children’s puppet shows, Cannon Bowl water ride, a dinosaur wading pool and mini slides. One entry fee includes canoes, all park shows and rides, petting zoo, waterpark and vehicle parking. 
Darien Lake, purchased by new owners in April, 2007, New York State’s largest theme park and resort is in Darien Center, about 1 hour from the international border. The property’s 978 acres include over 100 rides, shows and attractions, five world-class roller coasters, a 162-room lodge, a 1,200-site campground, a 21,000-person capacity performing arts center and RV rentals. 
The Buffalo Zoological Gardens is the third oldest zoo in the United States and was originally conceived as a deer park in 1875, in the northeast corner of Frederick Law Olmsted’s Delaware Park. In 2002, the Buffalo Zoo developed a bold, 15-year master plan to completely transform the Zoo with major exhibits and visitor facilities. The theme developed for the new layout is “water” because of Buffalo’s geographic location between two Great Lakes, at the foot of the Erie Canal and minutes from the hydroelectric power created by Niagara Falls. The animal zones include Asian River and Highlands, African Watering Hole, South American Rainforest and the Arctic. 
The Buffalo Museum of Science was founded in 1861 by the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences.  It has 667,901 specimens pertaining to this areas anthropology, entomology, mycology, paleontology and zoology and offers premier traveling exhibits, permanent collections and year-round programs for visitors.  The Museum is also responsible for the operation of the 264-acre Tifft Nature Preserve, which features five miles of hiking trails, a self-guided nature trail, a 75-acre freshwater cattail marsh and man-made lakes which are home to various wildlife.
Several of these sites are open year-round and offer special events and programs for local residents and visitors.


Story Ideas: 

· Family-Friendly Adventures in Niagara 

· Animal Lover’s Weekend in Niagara 

· Amusement Parks of Niagara

References:
www.tourismniagara.com
www.niagarafallstourism.com
www.niagara-usa.com
www.buffalocvb.org
u.s. office: The Binational Tourism Alliance, Inc., 70 West Chippewa St., Suite 607, Buffalo, NY 14202

Tel: (716)849-5834 Toll-Free: 1-888-849-5834 Fax: (716) 849-5836
canadian OFfice: The Binational Tourism Alliance, Inc., 5400 Robinson St., 2nd Floor, Niagara Falls, ON L2G 2A6
Tel: 905-354-5100 Toll-Free: 1-877-354-9420 Fax: 905-354-5200
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