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Binational Niagara is Rich in Arts, Theatre, Museums and Culture
An eclectic array of entertainment options awaits visitors to the Binational Niagara region, including theatre and musical performers from around the corner to around the globe and cutting edge visual arts presentations. Several venues offer access to the arts in historic settings. 
Theatre
ArtPark in Lewiston features one of North America's most innovative summer art festivals, with a full spectrum of engaging entertainment; from productions of immortal Broadway musicals, swinging big band concerts and celebrity performances in the Mainstage Theater; to free concerts, music and cultural festivals in the Outdoor Amphitheater. Created especially with the family in mind, Artpark also offers art, theater, and video camps for youth, and a variety of family programs on weekends with numerous on-site hiking trails, nature sites, fishing docks and picnic areas.

Fourteen professional theaters call Buffalo home, including Studio Arena Theatre, Buffalo’s nationally recognized producing theatre. The Irish Classical Theatre presents classic dramatic literature and Ujima Theatre specializes in pieces by African-Americans and people of color. Both the Alleyway Theatre and the Allendale Theatre have recently undergone restoration. The 1926 Shea’s Performing Arts Center, a grand opera house and National Historic Site, regularly features touring productions of popular Broadway shows. Each fall, Curtain Up! celebrates the opening night of the theatre season simultaneously at all theatres in the city. Buffalo’s summertime Shakespeare in Delaware Park is the second largest outdoor Shakespeare festival in the country. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake was an early Loyalist settlement, an Underground Railway destination, the first capital of Upper Canada and an elegant 19th century summer resort town, due in part to its prime location on Lake Ontario. Today, the Shaw Festival is the only theatre in the world dedicated to the works of George Bernard Shaw, his contemporaries and plays about his era (1856-1950). The Shaw Festival now offers backstage tours of the Festival Theatre, including the wardrobe and dressing rooms. Highlights for 2007 include the plays “Saint Joan” and “The Philanderer”. The season runs early spring to late fall. Jackie Maxwell, Shaw’s Artistic Director, is the first woman to hold that position at a major Canadian theatre festival. 

In Port Colborne, Showboat Festival Theatre provides a mix of comedy, drama, mystery, and music throughout the spring and summer. Performances are held at The Roselawn Centre for the Living Arts. 

Theatre at Port Mansion in Old Port Dalhousie offers optional dinner or brunch packages for its Theatre in Port shows. Dine overlooking the lake and then move into the intimate cabaret-style theatre for the performance. 

. 
Performing/Visual Arts 
In 2006, singer/songwriter Ani DiFranco’s successful independent music company – Righteous Babe Records – opened its new headquarters in the renovated Asbury Church, dating to 1876, and now known as The Church. It also is home to two live performance halls and Hallwalls Contemporary Arts Center, which presents contemporary art, films, video screenings and concerts.
Cirque Niagara’s AVAIA, the new $10-million production will feature world-class cirque performers, equestrian theatrical riders and some of the world’s rarest breeds of horses. Located under the Big Top at Rapidsview Park, the show will entertain 1500 guests twice a day, six days a week.
Greg Frewin Dinner Theatre features the International Grand Champion of Magic, Greg Frewin as he presents his award winning Las Vegas magic revue show; a family friendly performance featuring large cats, showgirls and illusions which astounded International audiences at the Flamingo Hilton in Las Vegas for two years.
Museums & Art Galleries
The Niagara Aerospace Museum is a fascinating place to learn about the rich aviation history of Western New York, from the earliest forms of flight to the most current aerospace innovations. 

Buffalo’s Albright-Knox Art Gallery, housed in a 1905 Greek Revival building designed by E.B. Green and a later addition, is a work of art itself. Inside is an internationally renowned collection of modern art, especially rich in post-war America and European art. It features a permanent collection of works by Andy Warhol, Picasso and Jackson Pollock. The museum is now open late on Friday nights with free admission and themed programming involving concerts, movies, lectures and poetry readings. 
Watercolorist Charles Burchfield (1893-1967) worked in Buffalo most of his adult life, and became known for his fantastic, romantic depictions of natural landscapes. The Burchfield-Penney Art Center is currently creating a new, signature 75,000 square foot building that will house a major collection of hundreds of Burchfield’s most significant watercolor paintings and drawings. The new museum is expected to be completed by late 2007. 
The Castellani Art Museum overlooks the scenic Niagara Gorge in Niagara Falls. The museum, located on the campus of Niagara University, grew out of the private art collection of Armand Castellani. In 1991, the growing collection was installed in a striking marble building. The museum’s permanent collection features contemporary artists including Robert Rauschenberg and Louise Nevelson. 
RiverBrink, located on the Niagara River, houses an impressive collection of art works and rare books. French Impressionist paintings and works by Canadian and international artists of historic importance are on permanent display. Artists include members of the Group of Seven and Mary Cassatt. 

The Mackenzie Printery & Newspaper Museum in Queenston is a location that played a brief but important part in Canadian history. The beautiful limestone building was the home of William Lyon Mackenzie, where he began his career as publisher and agitator for political reform. Today, the printery features a hands-on environment with a working linotype, eight operating heritage presses and the restored lithography studio of Canadian artist Frederick Hagan.
The Niagara Historical Society & Museum, located in Niagara-on-the-Lake, was founded in 1895 and is home to one of the finest collections of early Canadian artifacts and archives in existence today.  Memorial Hall was the first building in Ontario designed and built for the express purpose of becoming a museum.
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Lundy’s Lane Historical Museum in Niagara Falls, Ontario was the original Stamford Township Hall and is located on part of the battlefield of Lundy’s Lane, and houses a major collection of War of 1812-14 memorabilia as well as archival information for the city and region. 
The Rodman Hall Arts Centre is located in the Walker Botanical Gardens in St. Catharines. The Victorian mansion, built in 1853, houses Canadian art as well as significant 20th century international works. Local artists are often featured in temporary exhibitions. 

Music 

The Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra (BPO) continues to garner national and international prominence under the leadership of Music Director JoAnne Falletta, an American rarity, as a female conductor of a major orchestra. The BPO and the Buffalo Chamber Music Society are both located in the acoustic and architectural perfection of the internationally acclaimed Kleinhans Music Hall. Under Falletta, the BPO’s popular summer series at nearby Artpark has been reestablished. 
Summer concerts are plentiful throughout Niagara at the Queenston Concert Series, Concerts in Montebello Park (another Olmsted-designed park) and Lakeside Park in St. Catharines, the Niagara International Chamber Music Festival in NOTL and special musical performances at the various wineries throughout the cross-border area.

Entertainment and Nightlife
It’s hard to believe, but twenty years ago, Downtown Buffalo’s now hip Chippewa Street was a red light district. All it needed was Mark Goldman, a Buffalo businessman and his vision of what the neighborhood could be – a dream that surely has been realized beyond his expectations. The revitalized area now features trendy restaurants, cafes and bars, making it the place to be seen after dark. 
The Avalon Ballroom, at The Niagara Fallsview Casino Resort hosts legendary entertainers from big name musical acts to comedy and theatrical events in an intimate setting. This 1500 seat theatre offers a spectacular view from every seat in the house and a state-of-the-art sound system. 
Brock University Centre for the Arts, University at Buffalo Center for the Arts, Artpark, the Seneca Niagara Casino, as well as a multitude of small and medium size clubs and perfomance venues throughout the binational region offer a variety of international and local performers to audiences year-round.
Story Ideas: 

· Two Women, Two Countries, Two Groundbreaking Arts Careers (BPO’s Falletta and Shaw’s Maxwell) 
· Discovering Niagara’s Binational Treasures – Artists and Naturalists 

· Cross-Border Art Exhibits and Collections 

· An International Art Destination: from private collections to the Albright-Knox Art Gallery 

· Backstage Secrets from Niagara’s Theatre Districts 
· A Binational Cultural Renaissance in Niagara

References:
www.tourismniagara.com
www.niagarafallstourism.com
www.niagara-usa.com
www.buffalocvb.org
u.s. office: The Binational Tourism Alliance, Inc., 70 West Chippewa St., Suite 607, Buffalo, NY 14202

Tel: (716)849-5834 Toll-Free: 1-888-849-5834 Fax: (716) 849-5836
canadian OFfice: The Binational Tourism Alliance, Inc., 5400 Robinson St., 2nd Floor, Niagara Falls, ON L2G 2A6
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