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Binational Niagara’s Outdoor and Sports Attractions

Binational Niagara offers visitors a wide variety of exciting adventure and sport experiences year-round:  get up close and experience the Niagara River, Escarpment and Falls by boat, helicopter, helium balloon ride, open-air gondola or boardwalk or take in a national league sporting event. 

Binational New York and Ontario 
Maid of the Mist is North America’s oldest tourist attraction, dating to 1846. Hop on for a boat cruise that takes you right up to the roaring water at the base of the Horseshoe and American Falls. The experience has been shared with such international and historical luminaries as Theodore Roosevelt, Marilyn Monroe, Princess Diana, Mikhail Gorbachev, and former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalyn. 

Nightly Illumination of the Falls generally begins at dusk until midnight, but hours can vary according to season. Established by the five bi-national partners known as the Illumination Board, twenty three large xenon spotlights aimed at the falls color them blue, green, yellow, orange and red. 
Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours offers two types of thrilling rides. The Jet Dome Tour is a completely glass dome enclosed, 48-seat boat that allows participants to stay completely dry—yes dry. Be sure to bring your camera! The Wet Jet Tour is a WET and intense experience and passengers are provided with some gear to keep warmer while on board during cooler times of the season. Both trips travel into the Niagara Gorge before entering the famous Whirlpool and back. Trips are approximately one hour and depart from Ontario at Niagara-on-the-Lake and the Niagara Glen and from Lewiston, NY. 
Niagara, Ontario
The Niagara Parks Commission maintains several Falls attractions.  Table Rock Complex /Journey Behind the Falls affords thrilling views near the base of Horseshoe Falls from below and behind. Visitors descend 150 feet by elevator where a short tunnel gives access to two outdoor observation decks and two portals located directly behind the thundering water. 

Whirlpool Aero Car provides a unique vantage of the Falls, albeit from a distance. The open-air gondola rides high above the turbulent waters of the Whirlpool, located just minutes downstream from the falls, suspended 250 feet over the Niagara Whirlpool. 

White Water Walk is a hidden gem in Niagara.  The site of the famous tight rope walkers and their crossings, this attraction takes visitors deep into the Niagara gorge to a boardwalk at the water’s edge.  This attraction allows visitors the only peak at the Class IV rapids found in the Niagara Gorge.    
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Niagara Helicopters provides daily 12 minute flights (weather permitting) that take visitors from the Sir Adam Beck Generating Plant along the Niagara River over the Whirlpool Rapids, past the American Falls and Skylon Tower and back along the Canadian Horseshoe Falls and lets you experience rainbows from all directions.
Niagara and Erie, NY

In Niagara Falls New York, Flight of Angels is a 15 minute ride aboard a tethered helium balloon 400 feet in the air, that provides visitors with a wonderful and unique air-borne experience of the Falls and  surrounding areas. 

At Niagara Falls State Park, take the Cave of the Winds guided walking tour along a wooden platform boardwalk at the base of Bridal Veil Falls. A truly thrilling and upclose experience - be prepared to get wet as you walk through the spray! 
HSBC Arena is home of the Buffalo Sabres NHL Hockey Team and provides a variety of year-round entertainment:  international performances and concerts, competitions, shows and forums.  The familiar dome includes the Sabres Store, Greater Buffalo Sports Hall of Fame, Harbour and Backstage Clubs and Pepsi Headliners Sports Bar.

Dunn Tire Park has been home to the Buffalo Bisons since 1987.  This 22,000 seat facility hosts 1 million fans each year during baseball season.  The Bison’s Store and Pettibone’s Grille (lunch and dinner) are opened year-round.  
Ralph Wilson Stadium, which seats over 73,967 in an open-air environment, was opened in 1973 and is home to the Buffalo Bills NFL football team.  The design of this stadium is unique – the main bowl is fifty feet under ground, while the upper deck stands above ground.  The field is made of Astro Turf Game Day Grass and in 2007 will feature a new High Definition Jumbotron.
Story Ideas: 

· Maid of the Mist - North America’s Oldest Tourist Attraction 

· The Adventurers Outdoor Guide to Binational Niagara 

· Niagara Sports for All Seasons 

References:

www.tourismniagara.com
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