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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
SHIFT HAPPENS –I have to be careful how I say that. I wouldn’t want to leave people with the wrong impression about the relationship between our two great countries. 
Thank you (name) for your kind introduction.

I am pleased to have this opportunity to join you for the Third Annual Binational Tourism Summit.  

When we look at a satellite picture of North America, what is truly unique is the absence of borders.  When you fly between Canada and the United States and you look down at our vast open spaces, can you tell which country you are in?  I can’t!  We create these lines on a map to designate our political boundaries.  But, many of us  speak the same language, we dress the same way, we drive on the same side of the road, we watch, for the most part, the same television programs, we even cheer for each others sports teams.  
I want to read something that Alan Gotlieb – a former Canadian Ambassador to the United States said 7 years ago at a Bi-national tourism meeting in Niagara Falls, Ontario.  He said; “My vision is a true cross-border heritage tourism experience, one that celebrates the region, capitalizes on our common threads, showcases our differences and adds to the successful heritage tourism of both New Your State and Ontario.”

My purpose today is to tell you of what my government is doing and that we are prepared to help cross-border tourism flourish and stay competitive.

But first let me salute two of the many people and organizations that make the tourist experience of our countries work.  

(I’ve had the pleasure of meeting a very dynamic woman here today) her name is New York State Senator Mary Lou Rath.  Here is a woman who realizes the importance of what we’re discussing here today.  A woman who has provided ongoing support for cross-border tourism and recognizes the benefits working together has on communities in both our countries.  I like the statement in your program that says she works to “ensure our borders remain safe, secure and OPEN for continued travel and trade”.  I think the KEY word there is OPEN – and that’s what I’m here to help promote as well.
The second salute is to an organization that knows no borders, that is the preeminent example of what a bi-national organization should be – the Shaw Festival.  Americans and Canadians have shared in their success, their performances and their governing body. 

Now let me talk briefly about initiatives our government is working on to enhance the binational tourist experience.

· We are each other’s biggest trading partners – in both goods and people, and what happens at the border directly affects your tourist business between our two countries. As Senator Rath said; our borders should “remain safe, secure and OPEN.”

· Our federal government is working hard to improve the border infrastructure. 

· Last July, for example, the reconstruction of the plaza at the Peace Bridge that connects Fort Erie and Buffalo was completed.
· This will help reduce border congestion and allow business travelers and tourists to cross more efficiently at the second-busiest crossing between Canada and the United States.

· The Canadian government has also committed $75 million over two years to better ensure that our Border Services Agency has the resources it needs to manage the border effectively.  
· Of course, as you know, last week, the U.S. government released their final rule for travel by land and sea to the US under WHTI -- this means that on June 1, 2009, Canadian citizens will be required to present a valid passport, or a NEXUS or FAST card, or other acceptable document to enter the U.S. at its land and water ports of entry.
· The challenge is to ensure that legitimate trade and travel across our borders is not slowed down to a crawl.  

· My colleague Stockwell Day, the Minister for Public Safety, has been working closely with his counterparts in the U.S. to minimize the impact of the WHTI.
· Plans are in place to introduce a high security electronic Canadian passport within the next three years that will be valid for 10 years instead of the current 5.

· Frequent Travelers have been asking for this for many years. The extended period of validity for our passports will reduce the time spent filling out forms for everyone.

We have a lot to offer each other in just the 60 miles (or the 97 Km) between Toronto in the North and Buffalo in the south.   

Buffalo – 14 professional theatre companies – the second largest Shakespeare festival in the United States – two major professional sports teams (the Sabres and the Bills) – parks, recreation and historical sights galore.

Toronto – 2 symphony orchestras – 6 Opera companies – two major professional sports teams (the Blue Jays and the Leafs) parks, recreation and historical sights galore.

WHY NOT CROSS PROMOTE OUR UNIQUE ADVANTAGES WE HAVE IN OUR CROSS-BORDER DESTINATIONS. 

A great example is the collaboration between states and provinces such as Maine and New Brunswick or Washington State and British Columbia to offer a ‘Two-Nation Vacation’ to tourists.

There’s an old kindergarten song I’m sure we all remember. You’ll be happy to know that I won’t attempt to sing it – but the words go like this:

“The more we get together, the happier we’ll be

Because your friends are my friends

And my friends are your friends

The more we get together, the happier we’ll be.”

My follow travelers – if SHIFT HAPPENS as SHIFT WILL - the more we work together the more we will move our tourism industry from a service economy to become the KEY driver in the NEW CREATIVE economy in our Bi-National region. By working together, we can make binational tourism regions more competitive and attract a larger share of the multi-billion dollar global tourism industry.
Thank You
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