
Western Hemisphere 
Travel Initiative (WHTI)

A New Way of Doing Business



The Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative 
will…

DECREASE WAIT TIMES

SPEED UP PROCESSING

ALLEVIATE CONGESTION 

ENHANCE SECURITY



Western Hemisphere 
Travel Initiative

WHTI addresses the vulnerabilities of multiple documents, which 
result in the challenge of verifying identity and citizenship. 
Secure, standardized documentation that provides proof of 
citizenship and identity will address these vulnerabilities and 
improve facilitation.



The challenge of verifying identity and 
citizenship -- Standardization will address these 
vulnerabilities and improve efficiencies, creating 
a more secure and efficient border.



Changes At The Border

Universal Document Requirement

• Previously, Canadian and U.S. citizens were exempt from any document 
requirement at the land border.

• Beginning January 31, 2008, verbal declarations of citizenship alone were no 
longer accepted.

• WHTI compliant document or a government issued photo ID and proof of 
citizenship are presently required.

• Native American Tribal Card w/photo ID.

• Birth Certificate for Children under Age 16 or Under  Age 19 if traveling with 
group.

WHTI Acceptable Documents on June 1, 2009

• Passport, Passport Card, NEXUS, SENTRI, FAST

• I-551, Border Crossing Card, Merchant Mariner Document

• Military ID w/Orders

• Enhanced Driver’s License and Enhanced Tribal Enrollment Cards



Next Generation Travel Documents



Enhanced Driver Licenses - RFID
• Must be issued in a secure process; 

must include facilitative technology 
that expedites entry,RFID, MRZ-OCR

• Washington State began issuing EDLs
on January 22, 2008

• New York began issuing EDLs on 
September 16, 2008

• Vermont began issuing EDLs on 
February 17, 2009.

• Michigan began issuing EDLs on April 
20, 2009

• Arizona scheduled for issuance no 
earlier than March 2009

• British Columbia has launched full 
implementation on April 6, 2009

• Manitoba launched on January 19, 
2009

• Quebec launched on March 16, 2009
• Ontario expected to launch in Spring 

2009



Trusted Traveler Programs - RFID

• Three successful programs 
since 1995:

– NEXUS – 275,668 Members

– SENTRI  – 189,348 Members

– FAST – 93,028 Truck Drivers

• Expedites pre-approved, 
low risk travelers by 
providing a dedicated 
inspection process

• Applicants apply online 
using the Global Online 
Enrollment System (GOES)

• NEXUS & FAST cost is $50 
(NEXUS = $0 for < 18 yrs) 



U.S. Passport Card - RFID

• Department of State began 
accepting applications for 
the Passport Card on 
February 1st, 2008

• Over 850,00 passport cards 
issued as of February 18th, 
2008.

• May not be used to travel 
by air

• First time applications will 
be $45 for adults and $35 
for children. Card may be 
used as a passport renewal; 
cost is only $20



Alternative Document Update

• Enhanced Driver Licenses (EDLs) contain
– Radio Frequency Identification (RFID)
– Machine Readable Zone (MRZ)

• Washington State first to issue an EDL
• New York State, Vermont, and Michigan are also issuing EDLs

• FY2009 – Arizona
• British Columbia, Manitoba, and Quebec programs underway

• FY2009 – Ontario
• Department of State issuing Passport Cards – lower cost alternative 

to Passport Book.
• Trusted Traveler Programs – NEXUS/FAST/SENTRI
• Enhanced Tribal Card – 4 Business Plans currently under review
• Lawful Permanent Resident Cards – New RFID-enabled



Radio Frequency Identification
• Vicinity Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) provides a secure method to 

transmit and receive data from one point to another
• No Personal Information Stored on the Card or Transmitted
• Expedites cross border travel by pre-positioning traveler’s information  

Eliminates manual data entry; automates law enforcement checks
• Documents issued in a secure process and contain vicinity RFID technology 

and an MRZ
• RFID infrastructure will be complete at top 39 Ports of Entry by June 1, 

2009.
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National T.V. Advertisement



Questions?


