Rough Transcript - Mike Duffy Live - Ambassador David Wilkins - Passports 17h15 14-05-2007
Courtesy of PS 
Please find attached a rough transcript provided in the language in which it was broadcast. Due to the nature of closed captioning, grammatical and editorial errors may be found within the transcript. Vous trouverez ci-joint une transcription approximative fournie dans la langue de diffusion. Étant donné la nature du sous-titrage, il peut y avoir des erreurs grammaticales et de rédaction.

Station:           CTV NewsNet
Program:         Mike Duffy Live
Time:              17h15

Date:               2007-05-14

Summary: American ambassador to Canada, David Wilkins, talks with Mike Duffy about the prospects of using smart cards at the border. Wilkins stresses that passports and NEXUS cards are both what Canadians and Americans ought to be getting. 

Mike: Welcome back into the Monday edition of "mike Duffy live." We're comparing passport photos here two handsome men. The American ambassador to Canada, the honourable David Wilkins is with us. Many ambassadors, we were all hanging on these smart cards, going to solve all the problems at the border. Yet I saw you were at the border today in Champlain, New York and some of the remarks you made there caused me to think I'm glad I sent my passport in for renewal last week because it's not certain we'll have the smart cards in time for your new law. Do I understand it correctly? 

>> Passports are what we all ought to be getting. I urge Canadians and Americans get a passport or a nexus card. Because that's the way to travel once the law goes into effect. I went to the border today and for the in a truck with a Canadian truck driver and we went to see how it worked. It worked quite well, quite frankly. 

>> Mike: This was the nexus -- 

>> Well, it was a fast card lane. They got a new facility there, nine lanes. Very, very little wait for trucks. They're building more passenger lanes for cars now. 

>> Mike: Nine lanes. That's south of Montréal. 

>> Right, at Champlain. 

>> Mike: At buffalo, backups are unbelievable -- or Niagara falls. What do you see there? How is that rolling out? 

>> You work it on the points of entry one at a time and infrastructure going in. It shows a real commitment on the part of the United States to make it work. To increase the manpower, to increase the infrastructure, to increase the technology so our borders can be safer and at the same time at that till zil tait this wonderful trade and -- facilitate this wonderful trade and travel we have with Canada. 

>> Mike: Peter MacKay says they have hired hundreds of extra workers to deal with people in general, need a passport. What's your expectation, the deadline is the 1st of the year? 

>> The law says it will go into effect between January '08 and June of '09. My expectation is and homeland security has to certify to congress when it's ready for full implementation fleming and into effect sometime in the year of '80. I don't believe this administration wants to leave office without complying by the wishes of congress that passed the law and the 9/11 committee recommendation that requires the passport. 

>> Words to the wise, don't hesitate, get it and you won't be disappointed. 

>> That's absolutely correct. We will all to ourselves a favor by getting a passport and nexus card as soon as possible so we're ready for it. 

