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“Connect the dots” is a buzz phrase we hear often these days. The Roycroft Campus Arts and Crafts Conference: Connection 2008 is scheduled for its 5th annual observance on October 24-26. This synergistic look at the turn of the 20th Century’s trail of Arts and Craft sited in Western New York has featured connections all along. Held on the National Historic Landmark Roycroft Campus the theme is “connect the dots” of our heritage here in Western New York, but includes attention to some other Arts and Craft sites and leaders all over our state and beyond. 
 
The Friday night keynote speaker is Bruce Johnson whose topic is “Gustav Stickley and Elbert Hubbard: The Men and Their Myths”. Johnson is famous in Arts and Crafts circles as the founder/director of the 22 year old Arts and Craft Conference at the Grove Park Inn in Ashville NC. Bruce has determined to mine new research for his presentation. 
 
Saturday’s program features a variety of lectures and activities. Speakers include:
Angela Northern, Director of the 4-H Club of Erie County, NY along with one of her dedicated young member, Rachael Jendrowski, will talk about the movement and their present day activities in a talk titled Head, Heart, Hands & Health: Our 4-H Program Then & Now. The 4-H Club is housed on the Roycroft Campus
 
Patrick Mahoney, Graycliff Conservancy Vice President and Frank Lloyd Wright scholar, will recapitulate the history and status of the many Frank Lloyd Wright sites in Western New York.
 
Douglas Swift, President of the Roycroft Campus Corporation, whose expertise as a developer has saved the Larkin Shipping building in Buffalo. Doug has studied the history of the Larkin Company’s connection to both Frank Lloyd Wright, but especially the ties to Roycroft which he’ll recount before he brings us up to date on the Roycroft Campus restoration.  
 
After Lunch at the Roycroft Inn, various artisans will demonstrate their work. The Roycroft/Hubbard Museum and the Roycroft Arts Museum will be open for touring. A book discussion with Linda Ulrich-Hagner, on the Larkin Legacy by the late Daniel Larkin and an appraisal fair with Boice Lydell will add even more action to the afternoon. 
Our, now traditional, highlight for Saturday evening is the Arts and Craft of Dining led by Slow Food devotee, Sandy Starks, Roycroft Inn’s Executive Chef, Andrew Nuernberger and Food and Beverage Director Dan Garvey. This seven-course gourmet meal of local produce will be paired with New York State wines. Daniel Roelofs, Elbert and Alice Hubbards’ great grandson and manager of the Hubbards’ family farm, Arden Farm s is growing produce especially for the event. Arden Farm is the oldest certified organic farm in Western New York.
 
Our Connection continues on Sunday morning with Cornell University’s Johnson Museum Curator, Nancy Green, discussing another utopian craft community Byrdcliff: Byrdcliff, An Arts and Crafts Colony will discuss material from the Exhibition and catalogue she presented at the museum in the recent past.
 
My Life Time Connection to Western New York will be the perfect last lecture presented by Arts and Craft designer, author and TV personality Paul Duchscherer. Paul will recalls his family’s Western New York roots and his love for his old home-town even though he’s been in California for more years than he will tell.
 
Sunday brunch and optional tour choices include: Frank Lloyd Wright’s Darwin Martin House Complex, The Graycliff Conservancy, Arden Farm, or the Fournier House. 
 
This year the Connections Conference has teamed up with Elderhostel International to offer a program that includes the conference plus an extended visit to experience Western New York cultural sites. All Elderhostel accommodations are at the Roycroft Inn.
Call  1-800-454-5768 or go to www.elderhostel.org - Program # 11809 for more details. 
 
This is decidedly the Conference that is “Well-Connected”.   Please join us.  For more conference information please visit the website at www.roycroftconference.com or call 716 655-0261. 
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