World canal conference to be held in Rochester

ROCHESTER - A worldwide  conference on canals will be held in Rochester in 2010. This will also mark the 200th anniversary of the creation of a commission to explore the route of what evolved into the Erie Canal.

The World Canals Conference, last held in Rochester seven years ago, is expected to draw hundreds of delegates from as far off as Panama and China to trade ideas on the development of the man-made waterways.

Among those attending the "summit"  will be canal operators, boaters, tourism businesses and government officials. ``It's all about ideas and learning from one another,'' said Thomas Grasso, president of the Canal Society of New York State.

The conference was held this year in Liverpool, England. It moves next year to Kingston in Canada's Ontario province and to Belgrade, Serbia, in 2009. The 500-person convention will be held Sept. 19-24, 2010.

The conference here in 2000 was credited with helping boost business growth along the Erie Canal in the Rochester area.

New York's canal system extends for 524 miles. The original Erie Canal linking Albany to Buffalo was officially opened in 1825.

The decision to hold the prestigious convention in Rochester was made in by voice vote after a presentation to the committee by Rochester resident, Thomas Grasso who was in attendance at the meeting in Liverpool, England. Grasso is widely recognized for his enthusiasm to re-water a part of the old Erie Canal bed including the aqueduct in downtown Rochester.

The choice of Rochester was announced by David Edwards-May, chairman of the planning committee in a phone call from England to Greg Marshall, vice president of the Greater Rochester Visitors Association.

“As you know, we have many options in different nations around the world. But based on the splendid bid presentation we were provided with today by Tom Grasso, and due to the dedication you’ve shown to your waterways, this is a good decision for us. We all have wonderful memories of Rochester’s hospitality in the year 2000. We are looking forward to our return. Congratulations!”

The bid to host the conference was prepared jointly by Grasso, the Visitors Association’s Convention sales staff and regional canal interests including the New York State Canal Corporation. The conference attracts canal leaders and associates from all corners of the globe. It often spurs new development and attention to the waterways in the host destinations.

The 2008 World Canals Conference will be in Ottawa, the capital city of Canada. Information about the conference is available at www.worldcanalsconference.org By many accounts, Rochester set a new standard for hosting the global convention in the year 2000. A wide range of tours, seminars, workshops and presentations were developed including a 100-boat flotilla that graced the waters of the Erie Canal and Genesee River as a part of conference’s opening ceremonies.

In commenting on hosting the future conference, Marshall said a broad based committee of canal enthusiasts, educators, government leaders and the hospitality industry would work collectively to again “wow”  

attendees.

