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Binational Tourism Alliance Launches Tourism Industry 
Roundtables as Call to Action
First Up - Binational Transportation and the Summer of 2008
Summer’s coming and for the binational tourism industry that can mean transportation nightmares. From ongoing road construction, confusing destination signs and border delays, to the more palatable topics of alternative transit options like high speed rail and the recently launched “Niagara Bike Train”, the Binational Transportation Roundtable taking place Tuesday May 6, 2008 at Edgewaters Tap and Grill (Queen Victoria Park) in Niagara Falls, Ont. from 8:30 am to 11 am will provide tourism partners in the cross-border Niagara region with new information and the opportunity to address their concerns with transportation project leaders in order to come up with cost effective and realistic solutions.
Scheduled speakers are John Slobodzian, Ontario Ministry of Transportation – the Niagara-GTA Corridor Project; Hal Morse, Greater Buffalo-Niagara Regional Transportation Council; Robert Rakoczy, NFTA, Buffalo & Niagara Falls, NY Airports; Eric Flora, Regional Municipality of Niagara, Niagara Transportation Strategy Update and Justin Lafontaine, the Toronto-Niagara Bike Train Initiative.

Registration begins at 8:30 am with a continental breakfast and networking.  The presentations take place from 9:00 am to 10:00 am, followed by audience Q & A, a recap of recommended priority actions to be implemented and wrap up by 11:00 am.
 “This inaugural roundtable will concentrate on transportation issues that impact visitors, the tourism industry and ultimately the entire binational Niagara region.” said Arlene White, Executive Director of the BTA. “These include how to route people around summer road construction and anticipated border delays to expanding the Niagara Bike Train into Western New York, and examining alternative transportation solutions to Niagara’s seasonal bottlenecks that could potentially result in easier year-round travel.” 
The event is free for BTA members and $20.00 for non-members.  The general public is welcome to attend.  For complete registration information, refer to www.btapartners.com or call 888.849.5834. 

This is the first of several roundtables being presented by the Binational Tourism Alliance and partners in 2008 to deal with key tourism industry issues.  Other topics to be covered in the coming months include cross-border labor market sharing, academic partnerships and joint product development of cultural, heritage and culinary offerings. 
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The Binational Tourism Alliance (BTA) is a non-profit, membership-based organization with a mandate to eliminate the barriers to collaborative cross-border tourism and cultural development between Canada and the U.S. It is the only tourism development organization of its kind in North America.
