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Finding the Balance: Reducing Border Costs While Strengthening Security Highlights and Update June 2008
Deliverables

· Budget 2008 addressed a number of the reports recommendations:

· $14 million over the next two years to expand NEXUS by adding dedicated infrastructure, increasing the number of users, and better targeting frequent travelers.

· $6 million over the next two years for federal activities to support provinces and territories planning to introduce enhanced drivers’ licences (including RFID technology).

· $29 million over two years to support Montebello priorities, including $1 million to review and test the emergency protocols currently in place with government departments and industry.

· Citizenship and Immigration Canada established Temporary Foreign Worker Units (TFWUs) in Moncton and Toronto.

· In the Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP) Leaders Statement, the leaders announced they will strengthen participation in trusted shipper and traveler programs and allocate the necessary resources to avoid unnecessary inspections. The report was also mentioned during Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s address following the Leaders Summit.

· Congress representative and Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, announced that she will begin a study on ways to speed up travel and trade at the Canada-U.S. border.

· U.S. Transportation Secretary Peters announced program to seek innovative ways of fighting border congestion.

Meetings

· Joint Perrin Beatty/Tom Donohue letters were sent to Ministers of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Citizenship and Immigration, Finance, Foreign Affairs, Industry, International Trade, Public Safety, and Transport; and U.S. Secretaries of Commerce, Homeland Security, State, and Transport.

· Letters were also sent to all Canadian premiers and trade ministers and the Canadian (Washington) and U.S. (Ottawa) Ambassadors.

· The report was distributed by the U.S. Chamber and discussed at the SPP Ministerial meetings (February 2008) and SPP Leaders Summit (April 2008).

· The Canada-U.S. Inter-Parliamentary Group distributed the report to their counterparts in the United States. Subsequently, Congress representative and Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, announced that she will begin a study on ways to speed up travel and trade at the Canada-U.S. border. Congress representative and co-chair of the U.S. Friends of Canada Caucus, Henry Brown, requested 15 copies of the report.

· Perrin Beatty has discussed the report with Hon. Jim Prentice. Minister of Industry; Hon. Gerry Ritz, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada; Hon. Diane Ablonczy, Secretary of State (small business and tourism); Hon. Diane Finley, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration; and Alain Jolicoeur, President, Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA).

· Tom Donohue, President and CEO, of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce has had separate meetings to discuss the report with the Honourable Jim Prentice, Minister of Industry and Ambassador Michael Wilson, Canada’s Ambassador to the United States.

· Angelo Amador, Director of Immigration Policy, U.S. Chamber of Commerce tabled the report with the Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management, The Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia of the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs on April 29th, 2008.

· The Canadian Chamber hosted a breakfast with participants of the Canada-U.S. Inter-Parliamentary Group and a number of associations that partnered on the report.

· The Canadian Chamber met with Colin Carrie, Parliamentary Secretary of Industry; Dave Mackenzie, Parliamentary Secretary of Public Safety; Brian Jean, Parliamentary Secretary of Transport; and Gerald Keddy, Parliamentary Secretary of International Trade.

· The Canadian Chamber also discussed the report with senior government officials representing CBSA, Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada, Industry Canada, the Prime Ministers’ Office, Public Safety Canada, Transport Canada, officials representing the Ontario contingent of the Quebec-Ontario Gateway Initiative, the Canadian Embassy in Washington and the U.S. Embassy to Canada.

· The Canadian Chamber participated in a teleconference with the U.S. Chamber and representatives of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to discuss the APHIS recommendation.

· The Canadian Chamber and the U.S. Chamber organized a fly-in to Washington, DC in June with five Canadian and five U.S. companies to meet with CBP, Department of Commerce, DHS, and Congress and Senate committee officials. We will be updating Canadian parliamentarians on this trip through our monthly MP report.

Speeches

· Brian Zeiler-Kligman, Policy Analyst, International, Canadian Chamber of Commerce discussed a number of the recommendations at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s U.S. Trade Advocacy Workshop on March 18th, 2008 in Ottawa, Ontario.

· Ryan Stein, Policy Analyst, Canadian Chamber of Commerce presented the tourism related recommendations at the Binational Tourism Alliance annual summit on April 4, 2008 in Buffalo, New York.
· On April 18, 2008, Jason Conley, Senior Manager in the National Security and Emergency Preparedness Division of the U.S. Chamber, spoke on “thick border” issues at the Canada-U.S. Law Institute.  (Cleveland, OH)

· Perrin Beatty, President and CEO, Canadian Chamber of Commerce presented the report to the North Carolina Technology Association on April 24th 2008 and to the Supply Chain and Logistics Association Canada on May 5th, 2008.
· Michael Murphy, Executive Vice-President, Policy, Canadian Chamber of Commerce presented the contents of the report to the North American Agri-Food Market Integration Consortium (NAAMIC) on May 21 – 23, 2008 in Austin, Texas.
· Shirley-Ann George, Vice President, International, presented the paper to Minister Emerson’s SME Advisory Group who are submitting a letter of support.

Media

· There has at least 50 media hits including substantial coverage on the CBC National and Newsworld, the Economist, 3 radio spots, 39 online articles and 5 newspaper articles (Globe & Mail, National Post, Toronto Star, Vancouver Sun, Saskatoon Star Phoenix)
· Perrin Beatty appeared on a CBC: The National special on the Canada-U.S. border.

· The report was covered in the February 28th, 2008 edition of The Economist.

An op-ed by Perrin Beatty was in the Globe and Ma
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