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WASHINGTON - U.S. legislators have introduced a trade reform bill that requires reviews of existing agreements like the North American Free Trade Agreement.

The bill is backed by a bi-partisan trade working group in the House of Representatives that helped kill a proposed pact with Colombia earlier this year.

It would require renegotiating current trade deals based on the reviews.

Maine Representative Mike Michaud says he recently organized talks about trade and globalization between legislators and the campaigns of Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton.

NAFTA became a major issue in the Democratic race when both candidates said they would threaten to kill the deal if it isn't renegotiated to include protections for workers and the environment.

Obama's bid for the nomination was hit with accusations that he wasn't serious about renegotiations.

A Canadian consulate memo surfaced on talks with his top economic adviser suggesting it was campaign rhetoric.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper has rejected the idea of reopening NAFTA and has suggested the favoured status of the U.S. when it comes to Canadian oil would be in danger if that happened.

Meanwhile, a business leader says many people south of the border don't have a clear understanding of the trade deal.

"There is mass confusion in the U.S. about what NAFTA is," said Scotty Greenwood, executive director of the Canadian American Business Council.
"It's become shorthand for economic anxiety about globalization."
Most Americans don't blame Canada for lost jobs, but point to other countries like China and India.

But the continental pact has become a buzzword for cutbacks among politicians appealing to voters in an election year.

"It wouldn't be the worst thing in the world to talk about improving it," said Greenwood.
"But the solution to economic anxiety lies in border efficiency. The border has become a competitive disadvantage."
Business groups in both countries say traffic tieups are seriously denting trade and tourism
