GOOD ENVENING. FOR THOSE OF YOU THAT HAVE COME FROM AFAR WELCOME TO OUR GREAT CITY AND AREA AND TO ALL OF YOU WELCOME TO FOREST LAWN CEMETERY. IT IS AN HONOR TO HOST YOU THIS EVENING, HERE AT OUR HISTORIC CHAPEL. IT IS VERY APPROPRIATE, ON THIS OCCASION, FOR TWO OF OUR FAMOUS WOMEN RESIDENTS FROM THE PAST TO BE HERE TO GREET YOU THIS EVENING. THEY WERE SO EXCITED ABOUT YOUR BEING HERE AND THEY WANTED TO TAKE PART IN WELCOMING YOU. THANK YOU SARA HINSON, ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF FLAG DAY AND DOROTHY GOETZ BERLIN, THE YOUNG BRIDE OF IRVING BERLIN WHO DIED AFTER THEIR HONEYMOON.  
MY NAME IS PATRICK KAVANAGH AND I AM ONE OF THE HISTORIANS HERE AT FOREST LAWN CEMETERY.  WITH APPROXIMENTLY 170,000 BURIALS HERE AT FOREST LAWN, WE CERTAINLY CAN KEEP OURSELVES VERY BUSY RESEARCHING THE STORIES OF THOSE RESIDING HERE. IT IS WHAT WE LOVE TO DO. 
A WHILE BACK WE TOOK A LOOK AT HOW WE PRESENTED THE HISTORY OF THOSE BURIED HERE AND WE NOTICED THAT WE WERE VERY GOOD AT PRESENTING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS, CONTRIBUTIONS, SUCCESSES, SACRIFICES AND TRAGEDIES OF OUR MEN BURIED HERE. THERE IS A PRESIDENT, CONGRESSMEN, WRITERS, BANKERS, ARCHITECTS, INDUSTRIALISTS, HEROES OF WARS AND MANUFACTURERES. MANY ARE FAMOUS NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY. THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH PAYING TRIBUTE TO THEM. HOWEVER, WE ALSO NOTICED THE PLAYING FIELD WAS NOT LEVEL. THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS, CONTRIBUTIONS, SACRIFICES, AND TRAGEDIES OF VERY FEW WOMEN WERE BEING MENTIONED AND THERE WAS SOMETHING WRONG WITH THAT. WE WANTED TO DO A BETTER JOB. WE KNEW WE HAD OUR SHARE OF GREAT WOMEN BURIED HERE SO WE DECIDED TO UNLOCK THEIR PASTS AND TELL THEIR STORIES. 
AT THIS TIME I WOULD LIKE TO TELL YOU ABOUT SOME OF THE WOMEN BURIED HERE AND THEIR STORIES.  ABIGAIL FILLMORE, SECTION F, WAS A FIRST LADY. THE WIFE OF PRESIDENT MILLARD FILLMORE, THE 13TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND HISTORY TELLS US THAT ABIGAIL WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FIRST LIBRARY IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND MANY OF THE NECCESITIES AND LUXURIES INSTALLED THERE.

  NOW MILLARD IS NOT A BAD GUY. HE MAKES THE MISTAKE ALL MEN DO AND IT WOULD COST HIM HIS POLITICAL CAREER. WHEN ABIGAIL TOLD HIM NOT TO SIGN THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW AND IF HE DID IT WOULD BE THE END OF HIS POLITICAL CAREER. HE DID AND IT WAS. HE DID NOT TAKE HER ADVICE. ALTHOUGH VERY ILL HERSELF, SHE WOULD SUBSTITUTE FOR THE NEW FIRST LADY, MRS FRANKLIN PIERCE AT THE INAUGURATION OF HER HUSBAND IN 1853. THE PIERCE’S SON HAD RECENTLY BEEN KILLED IN A RAILROAD ACCIDENT AND MRS. PIERCE WAS NOT UP TO ATTENDING TO THE DUTIES OF THE FIRST LADY THAT DAY. SOON AFTER THE INAUGURATION SHE WOULD BE BED RIDDEN IN A WASHINGTON, DC HOTEL AND DIE SOON AFTER. 
SHIRLEY CHISHOLM WHO WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN CONGRESSWOMAN ELECTED IN 1964. SHE ALSO PARTICIPATED IN THE 1972 DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY FOR PRESIDENT. SHE IS ENTOMBED IN OUR BIRCHWOOD MASO. HER SLOGAN WAS FIGHTING SHIRLEY CHISHOLM UNBOUGHT AND UNBOSSED. THIS WAS ALSO THE TITLE OF ONE OF HER BOOKS. THE OTHER WAS THE GOOD FIGHT. SHE WAS KNOWN AS THE CHAMPION OF BLACKS, WOMEN, THE POOR AND CIVIL RIGHTS.  
MARY TALBERT, SECTION A, WAS AN AFRICAN AMERICAN ACTIVIST FOR CIVIL RIGHTS. DURING THE PLANNING OF THE PAN AMERICAN EXPOSITION OF 1901 TO BE HELD IN BUFFALO NEW YORK, SHE, ALONG WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY PROTESTED THE EXHIBITS ON THE MIDWAY OF DARKEST AFRICA AND THE PLANTATION WHICH BELITTLED AND DEMEANED THE BLACK RACE. SHE FOUGHT FOR A MORE DESERVING EXHIBIT SHOWING THE PROGRESS OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN. IN 1905 SHE HELPED TO ESTABLISH THE NIAGARA MOVEMENT WHICH WAS THE FORERUNNER OF THE NAACP TODAY. SHE ALSO WORKED AS A NURSE IN WORLD WAR I AND FOUGHT TILL HER DEATH FOR THE PASSING OF THR ANTI LYNCHING LAW. 

MARIAN DE FOREST, SECTION 1, PLAYWRITE. SHE WROTE THE PLAY “LITTLE WOMEN” AND “MR MAN” ALONG WITH MANY OTHERS.  SHE ALSO WAS THE FOUNDER OF CLUB ZONTA, IN 1919, TO IMPROVE THE STATUS OF WOMEN WORLD WIDE AND TO SMASH THROUGH THE GLASS CEILING WHICH WAS PREVENTING SO MANY WOMEN OF ADVANCING TO THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACE IN THEIR PROFESSIONS.  ATTACHED TO THE OUTSIDE WALL OF THE FORMER HOTEL STATLER, LOCATED AT NIAGARA SQUARE, THERE IS A HISTORICAL PLACARD IN PLACE OBSERVING THAT MOMENT. ZONTA INTERNATIONAL WOULD ORIGINATE IN 1927 WITH THE INCORPORATION OF TORONTO ONTARIO. LOCALLY SHE WAS ONE OF THE FIRST NEWSPAPERWOMEN AND ALSO HELPED TO ESTABLISH THE BUFFALO PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA. MARIAN ALONG WITH SHIRLEY CHISHOLM AND MARY TALBERT HAVE BEEN INDUCTED INTO THE NATIONAL WOMENS HALL OF FAME IN SENECA FALLS, NEW YORK. 
ELIZABETH COE MARSHALL, SECTION 5,  WHO IN 1885, WHILE TEACHING SUNDAY SCHOOL, WOULD COLLECT MONIES FROM HER STUDENTS AND PAY FOR A NURSE TO VISIT THE LONELY AND SICK. THIS PRACTICE WOULD BECOME THE FORERUNNER OF THE VNA TODAY.

LOUISE BETHUNE, SECTION 10, WAS THE FIRST PROFESSIONAL WOMAN ARCHITECT IN AMERICA. SHE DESIGNED MANY BUILDINGS, SCHOOLS AND HOMES HERE IN THE BUFFALO AREA. ONE OF HER MOST IMPRESSIVE WORKS STILL STANDS AND THAT IS THE HOTEL LAFAYETTE LOCATED DOWNTOWN ON WASHINGTON STREET, NEXT TO THE CENTRAL LIBRARY. THIS HOTEL WAS DESIGNED TO BE READY FOR THE PAN AMERICAN EXPOSITION IN 1901. HOWEVER IT WAS NOT FINISHED UNTIL 1904. EACH ROOM HAD HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER AND TELEPHONE. IN ITS HEYDAY IT WAS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE FINEST 15 HOTELS IN THE COUNTRY. IN 1889 MRS. BETHUNE WAS THE FIRST WOMAN ARCHITECT TO BE INDUCTED INTO THE PRESTIGIOUS AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS. A PLACARD ERECTED BY THIS ORGANIZATION IN HER HONOR IS LOCATED IN SECTION 10. 
MARIA LOVE, SECTION F, WHO WHILE VISITING FRANCE READ AN ACCOUNT OF A YOUNG CHILD, WHO DIED IN A FIRE WHILE HER MOTHER WAS AT WORK.  THE CHILD HAD BEEN TIED TO A TABLE SO THAT SHE WOULD NOT WANDER AWAY. SHE WOULD COME BACK TO BUFFALO AND ESTABLISH THE FIRST DAY CARE CENTER IN AMERICA, IN 1881. AT THE 1901 PAN AMERICAN EXPOSITION HELD HERE IN BUFFALO. SHE WOULD BE PRAISED FOR HER WORK. 

AMERICA PICKNEY WILLIAMS, SECTION A, WAS THE GREAT GRAND DAUGHTER OF MARTHA WASHINGTON. AMERICA’S HUSBAND WAS CAPT. WILLIAM WILLIAMS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY AND WHO WAS ORDERED TO BUFFALO TO EXAMINE THE HARBOR IN 1840. AMERICA AND THEIR CHILDREN WOULD ACCOMPANY HIM, ALTHOUGH SHE WAS VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE WILDNESS OF THIS CITY. HOWEVER, SHE FOUND BUFFALO WARM AND WELCOMING AND BY ACCOUNTS WAS REALLY ENJOYING WHAT IT HAD TO OFFER. REGRETFULLY SHE WOULD DIE IN 1842, AT THEA GE OF 40, CAUSES UNKNOWN. HER HUSBAND WOULD BE KILLED IN THE MEXICAN WAR AND NOW THEY REST HERE TOGHETHER. 

ANNA KATHERINE GREEN ROHLFS, SECTION 27, WAS ONE OF THE FIRST AMERICAN WOMEN TO WRITE DETECTIVE NOVELS. HER FIRST NOVEL, THE LEAVENWORTH CASE, WAS A HUGE SUCCESS. SHE CREATED THE FIRST WOMEN DETECTIVE AMELIA BUTTERWORTH IN HER NOVELS. IN AMERICA AND ENGLAND SHE WAS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE BEST WRITERS OF DETECTIVE FICTION. DURING HER CAREER SHE WROTE 35 NOVELS, 23 SHORT STORIES AND A VOLUME OF POETRY. SOME OF HER BIGGEST FANS WERE PRESIDENTS THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND WOODROW WILSON, AS WELL AS SUCH ENGLISH MASTERS OF MYSTERY AS SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.  
MANY OTHER WOMEN BURIED HERE WERE SOLDIERS IN THE RANKS OF THOSE FIGHTING FOR THE RIGHT OF WOMEN TO VOTE. MANY WERE ARRESTED AND JAILED FOR THEIR PROTESTS. WE POINT OUT THE FACT THAT WOMEN LIKE DR. IDA BENDER, ALSO BURIED HERE, WHO NOT ONLY HAD A MEDICAL DEGREE AS A DOCTOR BUT ALSO A TEACHER COULD NOT VOTE. HOW SHAMEFUL OF AN INJUSTICE. 
DURING THE TIME PERIOD OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR, MANY WOMEN OF BUFFALO, AS FROM OTHER CITIES,  WENT TO EUROPE AS NURSES AND CANTEEN WORKERS. MOST RETURNED. HOWEVER, SOME LIKE RED CROSS NURSE FLORENCE TRANK, SECTION 26, PAID THE ULTIMATE PRICE. FLORENCE TRANK SHOULD NOT BE FORGOTTEN. 

I BELIEVE YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO TAKE A WALK AFTER THIS PROGRAM AND IF YOU WALK AROUND THE LAKE AREA AMONG THE FAMILY MASOS OF SO MANY PROMINENT BUFFALO FAMILIES, MANY OF THEM WERE ERECTED THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF THE WIFE OF THE DECEASED. 
ALSO, IN THIS AREA, THE ROGERS LOT, SECTION 1, HAS ERECTED ON IT A REPLICA OF THE FAMOUS SCULPTURE “ASPIRATION” DONE BY HARRIET FRISHMUTH. THIS IS ONE OF TWO BRONZE CASTS DONE IN 1926. 
THE FAMOUS BLOCHER MEMORIAL, SECTION 11, CAME TO BE FROM THE PERSISTANCE OF NELSON BLOCHER’S MOTHER, MRS. ELIZABETH NEFF BLOCHER. IT WAS SHE WHO WISHED FOR A SUITABLE MEMORIAL TO THEIR SON AND IT WAS JOHN BLOCHER, HER HUSBAND WHO FULFILLED HER WISH. AT FIRST, HE ACTUALLY ATTEMPTED TO BUILD IT HIMSELF. 
AGNES ETHEL TRACY WAS A CELEBRATED ACTRESS IN THE UNITED STATES AND ABROAD. SHE GAVE IT ALL UP WHEN SHE MARRIED FRANCIS TRACY TO TAKE CARE OF HIM AS HE WAS VERY SICKLY. AFTER HIS DEATH IN 1886 AT THE YOUNG AGE OF 47, SHE COMMISSIONED TWO OF THE BIGGEST NAMES IN THE BUSINESS ARCHITECT STANFORD WHITE AND SCULPTOR AUGUST ST. GAUDENS TO BUILD AND DESIGN A SUITABLE MEMORIAL IN HIS HONOR. IN SECTION 3, ON THE FAMILY LOT, IS THE FINISHED PRODUCT AN ABSOLUTLEY BEAUTIFUL MEMORIAL WITH THESE WORDS INSCRIBED “TEARS TO THEE FAR BELOW THE EARTH. TEARS DO I BRING TO THEE AMONG THE DEAD.”
THESE WERE JUST A FEW ACCOUNTS OF THE HUNDREDS OF WOMEN WHOSE STORIES SHOULD BE TOLD AND WE ARE GOING TO DO OUR BEST TO DO JUST THAT. WE HAVE CREATED WOMEN’S TOURS AND THEY HAVE BEEN VERY WELL ATTENDED. THERE IS CERTAINLY AN INTERST OUT THERE AND WE WANT TO DO ALL WE CAN TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC AND TELL THEIR STORIES. AS A CEMETERY, AS A TOOL FOR EDUCATING, IT IS WHAT WE WANT TO DO. IT IS A GREAT FEELING TO HEAR FROM VISITORS YOUNG AND OLD THAT SAY “ WE DID NOT KNOW THAT AND THEY ARE BURIED HERE AND WERE FROM HERE AND DID ALL THAT ” WE THEN KNOW WE MADE AN IMPRESSION. THEY SEEM TO FEEL CLOSER TO THAT PERSON AND THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS RATHER THAN READING ABOUT THEM IN A BOOK KNOWING THAT THEY ARE, WELL RIGHT HERE.  A CEMETERY CAN DO THAT. 
FINALLY, AMONG THESE COUNTLESS STORIES YOU ALWAYS SEEM TO FIND A HUMOROUS NOTE AND YOU JUST HAVE TO PASS IT ON. HERE IS THE ONE FOR YOU TONIGHT. OVER IN SECTION EIGHT OF THE CEMETERY IS THE LOCATION OF ONE WOMAN’S FINAL RESTING PLACE WHOSE NAME IS AMARYLIUS JONES AND INSCRIBED ON HER BRONZE MARKER, FOR ETERNITY, SHE SUMS IT ALL UP. IT READS “I TOLD YOU I WAS SICK”.  AGAIN, SOMEONE DID NOT LISTEN. 
ENJOY YOUR VISIT HERE. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONVERSE WITH DOROTHY AND SARA. THEY ARE JUST DYING TO TELL THEIR STORIES. THANK YOU IT HAS BEEN A REAL PLEASURE FOR ALL OF US TO BE A PART OF YOUR EVENING. 
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